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1. When you were starting out, did you sver imogine yourself as the execetive director of o regional

conservation center?
Ar has alwayvs been oy furst bove, my passion. 56 'm not surpeised oo fimd mveell warking in the arts.

It Book somme tirme ko ged Bere thonigh — 1 wiorked in bosiness for a while and then at the Philadelphia
Muscum of Art in their conservation dopastment — but | never imagined I'd be the dinechor of a negional
corservation cerler; Hhere just aren’t that mary of Ehem in the country. And, in fact, now the Cenber has
grovwm b be e Langest nemprofit ant conservalion cenler in the country. It's been neally ewiting bo witnos
that tl:n'rl.l.'lh andd b a F|.|1r|':'|l il

1. There ore mony working erfists on staff of the Conter. What do you see as the benefits of this?
Sany conservabors have a background in shsdio art. and [ think abmost every one of oar bechnicians i an
anti=A in their own right, Working ab the Center & their day job but they also purswe their love of the arts in
their privage wark, The Cener is vory fnsfunabe that some technicians have been on the stadl nearly 20
years, 1 ihink thea jovalty is panly due bo the dally epportunities bo use their creativity and their tabeni
trisating very urique arsd alben beautiful artifacts

I addition, b.'_\-in_g artists means thatl 1|-|l:|.' hmg Fabwilios bard skills 1o e work that ‘“‘n‘“!.'-l:i-ﬂ here, And [
thirk having an artist’s sensibility translates into roe apprecistion and pespect for the thengs that they e
working on, whether it's a rame manascript or a Degas -|'|.'|:.'||-I

3. You are on orfist yoursell. Whet do you do?

[ don't get to creabe as mruchs a8 N like to, | o longes make ceramics, which was the Focus of my Master's,
bat 1 still draw upon cocasion. I 1o on vacation. I'll take a sketchbook snd watencolors. It1s not some-
thing | share with people, but it's for me and it helps maintaln some desterity. My hope is that someday
"Il have more timae for the oneakive prooess,

4. You have lats of beautiful Ftile shjecis en your dosk. Is there o theme thet uaites them? An sesthalic
you're diawa 1a?

[ et arrangge still Efes evenywhers. | do that at home, foo. | jest like to surmound myself with beautial
ohjects, especially those widlha Ih.'l"r\.'l"_lt conrection. For instance, Jill Bawrsley (CCAHA Dinsctar of
Presirvation Servioes) broayght this ek Pra Angelico box hack from [Ealy {he's ore of my favorite aiists),
here = a sea undhin from an iland in Malne; this lacquer box Steve, my husband, brought back from a np
b Vietram: the painting betind me B dore by my best friend’s son; the painting to miy right is by Arna
Yates Krain (DCAHA Conservation Assistand) and potiery. | collect ceramics.

Wheiher the abjocts are manmade or whether they rellect the ratural wosld, 1 jisst think remsinding oneself
of beauty in the world & important.

5. Touw are & world traveler and have seen mawy of the world's greot cities. Are there any cities that you
leve for its archibecture?
I"ve come o architecture fase. Although T'vie been indenested in the arts, 1t been mostly 2-dimensional ar
that has spoken to me. But through working bene and secing thee architectaral drawings that we've cone
served, ve really fallen in love with those wateroolor renderings. These drawings started to open my eyes
1o the archilectane around as. | read somiewhene that arg shows os how the world might be, but thak anchi-
tecture actually changes how we experience the werld, Architechane has a strong impact on our plysical,
emotional. and spiriboal well-being
A Bo cibe, im the Lmted States Chicago is exceptional; and of course | love the ofnvicus cikies of Faris,
Rome and Venloe, Bul personally, the city that has spoken bo i st las been Ehe small ity af
Marsenbad (currently Marlinske Larne] in the Crech Republic, right over the German bondes. Marienbad
was & resoed bown, B was 2 place (hat in its heyday was a mecca bor artists, Tosshoy amd Kigling visiled, as
did Wagner Chopin spent tme there counting a woman he boved, and Cocthe spent Bheee yoars wriling
there. Histerically, i was an amacing place. It is also whene my mother was barem and Hved it she vwas
16 years old, A fow vears ago, | was alble bo trave] thene for the first time with oy motber snd to view thal
city through her eyes. I'd seen photographs and [ thought "oh, it's really beastiful,” bt when | s i for
enysell, it remninded me in 8 way of Paris. The architecture i barogue and am deco but if's estked @a
valley surscunded by the Bohendan forest So you have this wrenderful jaxtapesidon of natuse and the
astourdlng anchitechure, plus many nasural springs

&, Whet mekes you wonl fo come to werk everyday?

To relate to the theme of archibechare, 1 think we woek in 4 beautiful space, There are high ceilings and a
Lot of natural light = there is just something uplifting abowt having that much daylight ascund you. [ think
when prople wisit the Cender they nelabe very strongly bo the space, We'ne mot locked into cublcies and we
ciom't el isolated from one another

And of course in addation 1o that, | feel the work we do is so important. 16 the foandation of our calbural
heritage. W ane just incredibly forfunate every day to walk in and see exquisitely hand -coloned Audubon
prinks; a Picasso drasing an Alget pholograph; or & Whister waberoolor. The st gocs on and on
Everyday we faoe new challenges in terma of the treatment work that we do, bub ab e same e we

T tlwis lusmuiy of |!'il'.b"' abde o handle and 1o 2ee these ibemns first harsdl There ane bew |."l.'l-'l|'ﬁ' il have
sisch o personal, tactile experience with these objects. 1t's a very compelling place to work. surrounded by
stadi who share my eribusiasm and love for this work. [ wiould be hand posssed be fisd anothesr position
that weoald FuliEll me or salisfy me as much.




